REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT
poned hostilities between the Palace and the
people, but the deputies, once they had tasted
the sweets of free speech, were not easily cajoled
into forgoing criticism of the once dreaded
sovereign. Dissolution was imminent, and
Russian emissaries intrigued to this end at
Yildiz, since Russia had good reason for distrust-
ing a free Turkey.
This second Parliament, its fate already in the
balance, sealed its own doom by a furious attack
on Reouf Pacha, Minister of War. Abd-ul-
Hamid summoned certain of the deputies to the
palace to discuss the situation. They told him
plainly that he sought their advice too late, that
their counsels had always been ignored, and that
they washed their hands of all responsibility for
the pass to which he and his Ministry had brought
the empire. Censure, when deserved, is doubly
unwelcome to a tyrant, and the Sultan was so
incensed by their fearless attitude that he dis-
missed the deputation, with an expression of
regret that he should ever have sought to Imitate
his father and that he had not rather taken the
harsher measures favoured by his grandfather,
Mahmoud.
" For," said he, as he turned on his heel, " I
realise at length that force is the only treatment
for the nation whom God has entrusted to my
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